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gROWINg 
ORgANICALLY
by Margie Lachman

One day this summer I was walking across the back lawn and 
almost stepped on a large olive green critter sitting there- a big 
frog! Fortunately I did not disturb it and ran for my camera. 
Th e frog did not move as I walked around it snapping pictures. 
With photos in hand, I looked on the internet for information 
about what I thought was a bullfrog. I found videos with sound 
that confi rmed my guess that the frog in our yard was indeed a 
bullfrog. Its croak is as deep in pitch as a tuba!

Th e bullfrog is the largest frog found in the United States. It is not 
native to the states west of the Mississippi but is found in all the 
states east of that river. It takes up permanent residence in ponds 
and displaces native frogs. It will eat anything that will fi t in its 
large mouth, even other frogs, including bullfrogs! 
 
Th ere are twelve species of frogs that are native to Oregon; the 
smallest and most numerous is the Pacifi c Treefrog. Th is little frog 
is the one you most likely will hear singing in late winter/early 
spring. When I hear the song of the treefrog I know spring is not 
far behind, so it is a sound that brings cheer and lift s my spirit. 

Frogs and toads have been on the earth since the time of the dino-
saurs. Th ey are very welcome in my garden because they eat slugs 

as well as earthworms and other invertebrates. Any help I can get 
with controlling the slug population is very welcome. Frogs and 
toads are amphibians, needing water to mate and lay their eggs, 
but fi nd food mainly on land. 

Th e Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife has an excellent 
website with color photos of all our native frogs and toads. It 
is www.dfw.state.or.us.conservationstrategy.frogs.asp Th e site 
has information about frogs and toads, their habitats and other 
interesting facts. Frogs are an important species for indicating 
environmental problems as they are very sensitive to pollution, 
likely because of their skin which is thin and absorbs water readily. 
Any chemicals present in the water are also absorbed. Ultraviolet 
light and other radiation also eff ects them. Physical deformities 
appearing in frogs are an indication of the presence of pollutants. 
Scientists are studying frogs to help us understand the conse-
quences of chemicals like fertilizers, insecticides and fungicides 
in our waterways. Such contaminants eventually eff ect humans, 
too. Using chemicals in our gardens increases the contamination 
of our water that we drink and use for cooking. 

We can learn a lot from our frog friends about the importance 
of keeping our water clean and wholesome for ourselves and our 
children. And don’t forget that frogs and toads eat slugs!

Questions? Email me at margierose2@gmail.com  or call 503-
645-2994.     �Z

FREE LEAF SWEEPINg

Free street sweeping of fall leaves will begin in Oak Hills the week of November 7. Streets will also be swept the 
weeks of November 21 and December 5. Th e service is provided by Clean Water Services.

Residents should rake leaves into piles near their curbs. Leave enough room between the curb and leaf piles to allow for rain to reach 
drains. It is recommended that leaves be piled no higher than 3 feet. Piles should include leaves and pine needles only; branches can 
damage equipment and piles with woody debris will not be collected. Equipment needs at least 10’ of clearance so be sure to check 
that your street trees are pruned to allow equipment to get close to curbs. 

Clean Water Services will also sponsor two leaf collection days on Saturday, November 19 and December 3 at Aloha High School and 
at the Home Depot, NW 13700 Science Park Drive. Th ey will also collect canned food for distribution to local food banks. Leaves 
should be bagged in paper or carried loose in bind, no plastic bags 
allowed. Th e leaf collections and food drive will be from 8 am to 
4 pm on both days at both locations. 

For more information, go to www.cleanwaterservices.org

�E
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CLASSIFIED ADS

(See additional classified ads on page 12)

VIEWPOINT
The Oracle invites submissions from subscrib-
ers. Viewpoint is intended as a forum for Oak 

Hills residents to express views on a variety of 
topics. The Oracle is not responsible for views expressed 
here and reserves the right to edit submissions as neces-
sary and to reject letters deemed unsuitable for publication.

RENTALS

MANZANITA BEACH HOUSE. Ocean views from vaulted living room, 
dining room and bedrooms. 2 complete living units; sleeps up to 18; rent 1 
or both levels. Reunions, corporate retreats, workshops. Call Ron Crutcher, 
503-799-4276 or Leigh Ann Wilkes, 503-629-5950.                          12/11

LAHAINA, MAUI, HAWAII. Oceanfront 1 & 2 bedroom condos in 
Kaanapali/Napili area. Pool, TV, fully furnished. Sleeps 2-6. $120-
$160/night with discounts available for longer stays. Call: Alan or 
Margie Lachman 645-2994, Fax 629-9062 or gr8kahuna1@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                  
12/11

HELP WANTED

TOWNHOME IN OAK HILLS. Need a home? 3 BR, 2.5 bath. Spa-
cious and safe. Available January 1. Furnished or unfurnished. Call 503-
645-1870.                                                                                         11/11

In response to last month's letter regarding dandelions:

I just wanted to put my two cents in about the dandelions on the green-
way. Personally, I love them. Have you ever noticed how all those yellow 
blooms shimmer and dance in the summer breezes?  It makes me smile 
every time I see them. 

I realize though, that some people prefer the bright green grass in their 
lawns. But that either requires a lot of  vigilance with a weed whacker or 
constant applications of  herbicides. If  we start spraying our greenways 
with herbicides, kids and dogs and adults will all be exposed to these 
toxins not only outside, but inside our houses as well as they are tracked in 
or blown in by the wind. And on a more widespread scale, once these her-
bicides are applied, they find their way into our water table and streams, 
and ultimately into drinking water sources. It’s important to be aware 
that these toxic chemicals don’t just kill weeds and then conveniently 
disappear; they remain in our environment . We all have choices about 
how we treat our greatest resource - our land and earth, and  I, for one, 
would be very opposed to spreading poison on our beautiful greenways.  

Lorraine Thomas

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. Part-time Outdoor Christmas Tree 
Sales. November 19-20, 26-27 and December 3-4, 10-11, 17-18. Hours, 
10 am - 6pm. Lifting and rain gear required. Email resumes to lillian@
dinihanian.com. 

GOOD DOG CLUB. If you have a good dog who always carries a clean-up bag when out and about in Oak Hills, then he/
she is eligible to brcome the Oracle's next "Good Dog of the Month". Your dog will be honored with a photo in the Oracle 
and will receive a caertificate suitable for framing [ J ] announcing your dog's status as a good dog citizen. Send 
a photo of your Good Dog,  along with dog's name and your name and address to: Micki@OakHillsOracle.com or The 
Oracle, 15390 NW Wooded Way, Beaverton OR 97006

Gratitude is a 
state of mind. 
I am thankful 

for Good Dogs!

BUSTER SAYS...



ODD JOBS LISTING

Tal Lind, 15 Mowing and weeding, pet sitting                   503-466-1773
Ian Myers, 13  Dog sitting, lawn care                                 503-533-9908
Kayla Ryan, 13 Pet sitting, dog walking                             503-645-8685
Kathleen Wills, 15 Pet care, vacation help, lawn mow       503-617-7371	
	
 

BABY SITTERS LIST

Julianne O’Connor*	 14		            503-466-1193
Kayla Ryan*                           13                                      503-645-8685
Kathleen Wills*                      15                                      503-617-7371

*Indicates Red Cross Baby-sitting Certification
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	       Important Telephone Numbers

Maintenance		  Mark Watson	           503-645-1776
Pool/Rec Center		  Doug Castagno                 503-645-4303
All Emergencies		  Fire, Medical, Police           9 – 1 – 1
County Sheriff		  Non-emergency	           503-629-0111
Washington Co. Traffic Hotline   .........	                           503-846-3998
Animal Services/Lost Pets       ..............		           503-846-7041
Oak Hills Elementary School	  .............		           503-533-1860
Meadow Park Middle School	  .............		           503-672-3660
Westview High School             .............                           503-259-5218
Oak Hills Oracle		  Micki Sparr	           503-690-7122

Oracle Owner and Editor	

Contributors

Neighbors:	          
Growing Organically:      Margie Lachman                       503-645-2994

Micki Sparr
15390 NW Wooded Way
Beaverton OR 97006
503-690-7122
Micki@OakHillsOracle.com
www.OakHillsOracle.com

ORACLE DEADLINE: 
                15TH OF EACH MONTH	

Publication Date: 1st of each month
Subscription: $10.00/year 

The Oak Hills Oracle is a privately-owned, independent monthly pub-
lication serving the residents of the Oak Hills neighborhood. The Oak 
Hills Oracle is not an official publication of OHHA.

SIGN UP NOW FOR BABYSITTERS AND ODD JOBS LISTINGS 
The listing of Babysitters and Odd Jobs is a public service provided free by the Oak Hills Oracle. Listings are not screened by the Oracle. Anyone 
between the ages of 12 – 17 can be listed on one or both lists, but families must be paid subscribers to the Oracle. Contact the Oracle editor  
including your name, address (for verification purposes only) phone number, and age. For the Babysitters’ List, include whether or not you have 
passed the Red Cross Baby Sitting certification class. For the Odd Jobs list, include what types of jobs you want to be considered for. Those listed 
are responsible for providing age and other changes to the listings. 

OHHA Board Members

www.oak-hills.net

Oak Hills Homeowners’ Association
2085 NW 153rd Avenue
Beaverton, OR  97006

Linda Kitchin
President

2465 NW 145th Avenue Linda@kitchinonline.com
503-466-2149

Dan Smith
Treasurer

2845 NW 154th Avenue dan@comsmiths.com
503-690-7597

Sara Bourne
Secretary

--- saraebourne@gmail.com
503-789-2048

Dave Busby
Recreation

NW 151st Place Buzzb1955@gmail.com
503-690-6674

Brad Buchholz
Internal Affairs

15200 NW Perimeter Dr Buchholz.brad@gmail.com
503-533-5765

Jim Erzen
Maintenance

15368 NW Wooded Way Jim.erzen@us.army.mil
503-758-3847

Michelle Schnoor
Communications

--- anothermichelle@gmail.com
503-758-8306

Elizabeth Chapin
Urban Liaison/RV Lot

--- chapin99@gmail.com
503-533-5403

Joe Welsh
Architectural Review

--- joseph.t.welsh@gmail.com
503-729-8622

WWW.OAKHILLSORACLE.COM

The Oracle can be viewed in ful l  col-
o r  e a c h  m o n t h  a t  w w w. O a k H i l l s
Oracle.com . Share neighborhood news with 
friends and family members - have them log on 
to the Oracle’s website, too. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS

 SERVICES

WOODSTOCK QUALITY PAINTING & RESTORATION. High-
est quality materials.  Interior & Exterior. Pressure-washing. Restore 
& treat cedar roofs and decks. Senior  discounts. Oak Hills references.  
CCB#162356. Call Phil 503-645-7193.                                                 12/11

ROB REID PAINTING. Over 15 years experience in Beaverton and 
Portland areas. Exterior painting/power washing with an eye for detail. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. LLC #171829. For a free bid and Oak Hills 
references, including Oak Hills Church, call 503-380-7926            12/11

RON DIMMITT CONSTRUCTION. All phases of remodeling: sky-
lights, kitchens, bathrooms, additions, decks, home repairs, window re-
placement - replace windows with vinyl windows. Oak Hills References. 
Licensed, #22191. Call 503- 649-8664/fax 503-649-9995               12/11

HASSKAMP ROOFING CO. Reroof, tear offs, shakes, composition. 
Oak Hills references; over 200 roofs completed in Oak Hills.  Call Mike 
at 503-645-0215. CCB#83517                                                          12/11

GUTTER CLEANING/DEBRIS & JUNK HAULING/YARD WORK. 
Rainy season-clean out the gutters. Reliable service. One story house 
$60; two story house $70; Wooded Way $90. Free estimate on hauling 
& yard work. Call Mark W. at 503-658-7057, evenings and weekends.                                                             

OWEN WEST ELECTRIC. Our specialty: service and panel change; 
kitchen and bath remodel; security and yard lighting. 22 years experience. 
CCB#29492. 503-297-6375.                                                              11/11                                                          

(See additional classified ads on page 10)

WE TAKE CARE OF YOUR RENTAL PROPERTIES. Residential & 
Commercial. Let us do renting and maintaining of rental properties. Dave 
Nase Property Management. Lic #980500131. 503-888-8765            1/12

HOUSECLEANING. Would you like your house to sparkle and 
shine? Call Carol at 503-645-1649. “One timers” are welcome.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                           9/11

PORTLAND TREESCAPES. Complete tree service. Fine pruning, re-
movals, shrubs and hedges, stump grinding; honest work at an affordable 
price. Excellent references; free estimates.   CCB#164090. Call Sean at 
503-804-5945.                                                                                    2/12

REPAIR - REMODEL - ADDITIONS. Resident Oak Hills Handyman/
Contractor; references, licensed, bonded, insured. For estimate, call me last 
for the best. Dave Nase 503-645-4701. CCB#158212.                     12/11

APPLIANCE GUYS. Appliance, heating and air conditioning repair. 
Fast, professional service at affordable prices. Locally owned. Licensed 
and bonded. CCB#130240. Call 503-531-8853.                                6/11

The majority of the Oracle's classified advertisers have been doing 
business and advertising in Oak Hills for several years - some for 
more than 10 years! Nearly all have Oak Hills references that you 
can check. Thank you for contacting the Oracle's advertisers. Their 
continued support helps make this publication possible.

FINAL SPIFF WINDOW CLEANING. Window cleaning at its best 
since 1986. John Movick, chief window cleaner. Oak Hills references. 
Windows cleaned in & out. Screens cleaned free for 1st time Customers. 
Call 503-640-0766.                                                                             8/11

RELIEF CAREGIVER/COMPANION. Do you need a relief caregiver 
or companion for a family member? Retired nurse and Oak Hills resident 
available for occasional relief work, reasonable non-agency rate.  Call 
Sarah 503-208-4234 for more information. References available.      11/11

CHRIS HAROLD CONSTRUCTION. Kitchen and bath remodeling and 
repairs, vinyl, tile, drywall, doors, windows and floors, decks, household 
repairs, dry rot and more. Oak Hills references. CCB #80295. Call Chris 
503-771-8109.                                                                                          12/11

ANCTIL PLUMBING, INC.  Since 1975 - 503-642-7323. All phases of 
remodel, repairs, repipes, water service, water heater, hot water radiant 
heat, boiler certified. CCB#24184.                                                                    1/12

JP HANDYMAN. No time to finish a project? JP Handyman gets the 
job done & right away! Start rate $18/hr or bid. Fix/build fences, gates, 
enclosures. Remove junk. Create space & peace of mind. Solutions for 
inside or out. 971-226-8580 handyman1948@comcast.net               11/11

MISCELLANEOUS

GOLD. Turn your old and unwanted jewelry into cash. I am a long-time 
Oak Hills resident and have been buying and selling gold for almost 40 
years. Call Marty 503-645-6050.                                                       10/11

APRONS. Handmade, one of a kind aprons, full and demi. Limited num-
ber of Christmas designs available now. Full aprons decked out with 3 
tiers of ruffles; demi has pocket and ruffled hem. All trimmed in 'retro' 
rick rack. Shop early for great gifts. Visit my Etsy store at www.Etsy.
com/shop/AuntieMsOriginals                                                    

WINDOW CLEANING by James L. Alderson. Serving the NW since 
1988. Owner on every job; punctual and respectful. Phone estimates. 
Also servicing 2nd properties in Columbia Gorge and North Coast CCB 
#178141. Call James at 503-313-6008 or JamesAlderson.com               8/11

{For Sale classified ads are free for items $500 or less.}

FOR SALE

Makeover sale. All kitchen and laundry room appliances for 
sale. Everything great condition, come operate them. All white, nothing 
over $250. GE 25 cubic foot side by side refrigerator - 14 years old; GE 
Profile 2 cubic foot over-the-range microwave - 8 years old; GE Profile 
dishwasher - 8 years old; GE XL44 Gas Range, 4 burner - 14 years old; 
Maytag Neptune front load washer and gas drier - 10 years old; Danby 24 
bottle wine cooler with glass door $100; also Yamaha Clavinova CVP-3 
electric piano - $200. Call 503-614-9009

TRAILER. 4' x 6' trailer, like new. Includes spare tire. New $599, 
asking $399. Call 503-645-1870. 

RENEE LARA - WARDROBE STYLIST. I’m here to refresh you, your 
wardrobe, and your outlook on what defines Style. I’m your new best friend 
and your fashion expert. Guiding you through the how-to’s of finding 
your Personal Style. My goal is to leave you feeling equipped, confident, 
renewed, and inspired. www.reneelarastyle.com


