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	 MOVIE NIGHT AT THE REC 
	 CENTER

An Oak Hills Movie Night has been scheduled for Saturday, 
January 30 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm at the Rec Center. The event 
celebrates the installation of a new heating system for the gym. 
According to Activities Director Doug Castagno, it will be a fam-
ily and kid friendly event. Snacks will be available or feel free to 
bring your own. Chairs will be set up, but sleeping bags are also 
welcome. Castagno is taking requests for the family movie you’d 
most like to see. Right now “Bee Movie” is in the lead. Send your 
movie request to oakhillsrec@aol.com. All votes will be counted. 
All Oak Hills residents are encouraged to take part in this fun 
neighborhood event.
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NEIGHBORS
by Fran and Shirley Bates

Are you new to the Oak Hills neighborhood and would like to be 
introduced? Do you know of a new or interesting neighbor? Please 
contact Neighbors columnists Fran and Shirley Bates at fcbates1@
verizon.net

I once read that “Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, 
and grow old wanting to get back to”.  For our newest Oak Hill-
ians this is certainly the case.  Melissa and Craig Freeman moved 
into our community in November 2009, making them the newest 
family in town. It also marks a homecoming for Craig, who grew 
up in Oak Hills, within sight of where he now lives. 

Craig and Melissa are native Oregonians, Melissa growing up 
in Raleigh Hills, graduating from Beaverton High and then 
Oregon State. Craig is an Oak Hills native, attending Oak Hills 
Elementary and Sunset High School, before -  and probably in 
a fit of temporary insanity -  went north to Washington and the 
land of the Husky. He reconciled with fate, and returned to the 
land of his birth, and now works as a CPA in Portland. Melissa is 
a teacher, spending several years teaching in California and now is 
in the Beaverton School District at Fir Grove Elementary School. 
They have been married two years, after meeting on a blind date 
at Starbucks. The caffeine fueled a relationship, then a wedding 
and eventually a move into Oak Hills.  

Craig grew up here, and did all the Oak Hills ‘kids’ things—swim 
team, tennis, scouts, 4th of July, and extended play in our green 
space. Oak Hills has a special place in his heart, and that nostalgia 
really drove their house search.  They looked for over a year for 
the right house. Craig’s parents now live in Claremont and when 
they heard that an Oak Hills neighbor was thinking of moving 
to Claremont, the word was quickly passed to Craig and Melissa. 
That conversation led to a visit, and before a ‘for sale’ sign went 
up, the contract was written and Craig and Melissa had bought 
a house on Oakmont Loop. The house had the charm they were 
looking for in a neighborhood setting, and, more importantly, 

offered all the experiences Craig remembered:  the green belt, 
walking to school, watching fireworks on the 4th, being part of a 
place where you sensed that you were part of a caring community. 
A little nostalgia may have also factored into their decision. We 
think the plan is to stay a long time.

Melissa is a musical person. She has taught music in grade schools, 
teaches piano lessons at home now and sings along with her father 
at weddings, funerals, celebrations, church choir, and has recorded 
CD’s. Craig is a tennis player. He was a High School State Cham-
pion in doubles, and currently plays in a US Tennis Association 
league where his team missed going to nationals by the width of 
a tennis ball. He is also active in their church youth group. They 
have two dogs, Remington and Magnum, and a cookie for the 
first person to stop by and guess correctly where those names 
came from. Camping, travel, and baking cookies round out this 
family’s interests and they look forward to summer when they can 
enjoy the deck that came with their house and a back yard full of 
roses and the prospect of gardening.  They both have relatives in 
the area, and that means lots of family activities, just like it was 
when they grew up, and the way it has always been in Oak Hills.
Craig had to admit that some of his memories may be a bit inac-
curate, but nostalgia is a powerful hook and it is firmly set in him. 
The neighborhood has changed a bit, the houses a bit older, the 
trees taller, but the spirit is the same. So, stop by, and try to claim 
your cookie, or harmonize with Melissa, or just talk about they 
way the community has matured over time. When you meet Craig 
and Melissa tell them, “welcome home”.

COMMUNITY SUFFERS LOSS

Sheila Unsworth, for many years the "New Neighbors" columnist 
for the Oak Hills Oracle passed away in November. She is survived 
by her husband James, their four children, nine grandchildren, 
and two sisters. James and Sheila were married for 57 years. 

Sheila wrote the "New Neighbors" column for about five years, 
from 1998 to 2003. Before moving to Oak Hills in 1994, she had 
been a journalist with the Record-Courier, the daily newspaper in 
Ravenna, Ohio. She worked there from 1973 until 1992, writing 
the "About People" column, and serving as it’s editor for five years. 
The Unsworths moved to Oregon in 1994 to be closer to their 
four children who are all in the Portland area. 

Services were held at St. Pius X Church. The family suggests 
donations may be made in Ms. Unsworth’s name at any com-
munity food bank.  

RESOLVE ...

TO MAKE THANKFULNESS 
A PART OF EVERY DAY
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ORACLE EDITOR HEADS 
TO BOSNIA

The Oracle’s Editor, Micki Sparr, 
will be leaving for a mid-life ad-

venture as she heads to Sarajevo, Bosnia for five months 
beginning the end of this month. She plans to continue 
as the Oracle’s editor from 5,825 miles away. 

Sparr will accompany her husband, Dr. Landy Sparr. 
He was awarded a Fulbright grant from the U.S. State 
Department. He will be a visiting professor of psychiatry 
at the Sarajevo Medical Center for five months begin-
ning February 1. The Fulbright provides living and 
travel expenses as well as a stipend for the time spent in 
a foreign country. The Sparr’s will leave Beaverton on 
January 27. Micki plans to write a monthly column on 
life in Sarajevo for the Oracle and will maintain a blog 
for those curious for more details. The blog address is: 
http://SarajevoDiary.blogspot.com. There’s not much 
there as yet, but should be more interesting by the time 
the Sparr's leave in late January.

Most Oracle communications are now by email and 
the Sparr's are working with a Bosnian rental agent 
to secure a furnished apartment with internet access. 
Some patience from subscribers and advertisers may 
be necessary at first as Sparr navigates the ins and outs 
of the internet in Bosnia, but she anticipates being in 
contact by the end of the first week of February. The 
phone number and email address for the Oracle will not 
change. You can still call or email just as usual. Due to 
the time difference – Sarajevo is 9 hours ahead - a reply 
may not be as prompt as previously, but you should be 
confident that you will receive a reply to all phone and 
email messages.  

Fran and Shirley Bates, the Oracle's 'Neighbors' col-
umnists, have agreed to become Associate Editors in 
Sparr’s absence. They will attend board meetings and 
prepare reports on each meeting so the neighborhood 
will still be kept informed.

The Sparr’s adult son, Nick, will be living in their home 
and will take care of picking up mail, messages from 
the Oracle mailbox and accepting inserts and flyers for 
the Oracle.
 
Finally, Buster will be relocating to the Eastmorland 

neighborhood in Portland to stay with friends who will 
keep him company and walk him every day. Buster ex-
pects to remain as the Oracle’s “watch dog” on matters 
pertaining to good and bad dogs.  

The Sparr’s are looking forward to their trip and trust it 
should not create problems for readers or  contributors. 

Micki Sparr, Oracle Editor with her husband, Landy

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

For more information, please contact
Jodi Williams (503) 844-7480

jwilliams@residentialrentalgroup.com
855 NE 25th Avenue, Hillsboro OR 97124

www.ResidentialRentalGroup.com

Residential Rental Group, LLC is a 
full service property management 
company serving the Washington 

County Area.  

Our mission is to connect owners and quality renters  

Services We Offer

Property Rentals ■ Rental Determination ■ Marketing and 
Advertising ■ Tenant Screening ■ Rental/Lease Agreements 
Rent Collection ■ Monthly Owner Statements ■ Housing 
Inspections ■ Schedule maintenance and repairs

We pride ourselves on our commitment and 
quality of service.

It is our goal to make the rental of your property 
as simple and stress free as possible.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Planning work on Bethany Boulevard improvements is about 
to begin. The Oracle is providing contact information for some 
State and County officials if you wish to express your views on 
this project, or other state or county issues. 

Matthew Costigan,  Senior Project Manager,  Capital Project 
Management Division,  Washington County DLUT, 503-846-
7825 direct, or  matthew_costigan@co.washington.or.us.

Tom Brian, Washington County Board Chairman, 155 North 
First Ave. MS-21, Hillsboro, OR 97124 Phone: 503- 846-
8681. Email from county website, http://www.co.washington.
or.us/BOC

Desari Strader, Washington County Commissioner represents 
District 2, including Oak Hills. 155 North First Ave. MS-
21, Hillsboro, OR 97124 Phone: 503-846-8681 Email from 
county website, http://www.co.washington.or.us/BOC

Suzanne Bonamici, State Senator, 900 Court Street, NE, Suite 
S-403, Salem, OR 97301 Phone: 503-986-1717 E-Mail: sen.
suzannebonamici@state.or.us

Chris Harker, State Representative, 900 Court Street NE 
Suite H-485, Salem, OR 97301 Phone: 503-986-1434 E-Mail: 
rep.chrisharker@state.or.us

Mark Ruhl
Mortgage Consultant

503.517.9341 Direct
503.317.7620 Cell
503.961.8694 Fax
mruhl@mtgxps.com

Portland | Lincoln Tower
10260 SW Greenburg Rd #830
Portland, OR 97223

OR ML #1952  |  WA #510-LO-43302

Family Owned and Operated 
since 1995

On-Site PC Repair and Service
Day, evening and weekend appointments

• Small Business & Residential
• Hardware and Software Troubleshooting
• Spyware/Virus Removal
• Back-up Solutions

Are your Family Photos Backed Up?
Don’t wait for a computer disaster! 

Let us show you some options
$20 off 1st Hour for New Customers

503.848.9191/becky@eucomputers.net

Thank you for patronizing the Oracle's 
advertisers. Their support helps make this

 publication possible. Tell them you
 "saw it in the Oracle" 

 The U.S. Census Bureau is
hiring Census Takers               

$15.25/hr

  Temporary, part-time work 
that offers flexible hours, is 

close to home AND is a great 
way to help your community!  
Paid Training & Reimbursement 

for Authorized Mileage.               
For more information, call 

www.2010censusjobs.gov  
The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Bilingual Applicants are encouraged to apply. 

W�C�C�
CarpetCleaning�

Winkel Carpet Cleaning�
Call� to get�

20% OFF�
All services, including carpet cleaning, upholstery,�
tile & grout cleaning, carpet repairs and stretching�.�

What Distinguishes Us From Other Cleaners?�
Our References�
We are routinely used and referred by carpet retailers, builders, real estate agents,�
cleaning professionals and many happy residential clients.�
Our Experience�
We have been in business for over 10 years and have seen many unusual situa-�
tions. No matter what kind of carpet you have or what the soiling conditions may be,�
you can count on our experience to get the job done right.�
Our Education�
We regularly attend educational courses, certification classes, conventions, and�
study trade journals and books related to our work. We are abreast of cutting edge�
technology and changes that regularly occur in our business.�
Our Systems�
At our company, you can be assured that we use the most advanced systems avail-�
able today. Our equipment does not over wet the carpet, and you can expect maxi-�
mum soil removal.�
Our Guarantee�
At our company we offer a 100% money back guarantee. If you are not completely�
satisfied, you don’t pay! If a spot returns after we have cleaned for you, we will rush�
back as soon as possible and remove it at no charge. We want you to be absolutely�
thrilled with your service experience, and if you’re not, we want to hear about it.�
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LOOKING BACK, MOVING ON
By Laurel McGinley

How can 15 years pass by? Quicker than you think. Our children 
are now 19 and 16.  Caitlin is a sophomore at OSU, and Ian is a 
sophomore at Westview High School. The ‘empty nest’ chapter 
is almost at our door. Our family made the decision to downsize. 
As we pulled away from our home on Perimeter Drive, tears filled 
our eyes, but the memories will always be in our hearts. How does 
a neighborhood affect a family? Let me tell you, Oak Hills was 
more than I ever expected.  

Mark and I grew up in southern Oregon, and moved to the bay 
area in the early ‘80’s. When our family grew, we knew we needed 
to go home, and raise our children in Oregon. The focus was to 
find a family neighborhood, with a small town feel. How lucky, 
we found it! Here are some of our memories, and a little history. 
Perhaps, it will bring back some memories for you, too.  

•	 Summer Arts and Crafts offered twice a week at the 
Rec Center gym, with volunteers planning different art 
projects for children during swim lesson hours. Tie-dye t-
shirts were the most popular – even the lifeguards looked 
forward to that day. Gloria Wyffels, Martha Sears and I 
were die-hard volunteers as were our children. 

•	 The Babysitting Co-op gave parents a roll of tickets 
per child and a list of other families so families could 
exchange babysitting for free. It gave parents a break, but 
more importantly forged friendships and connections. 

Gloria and Julie Bride were my connections.
•	 Holiday Caroling. When first started by Gail Willeke 

in cooperation with the Oak Hills Elementary music 
teacher, carolers would gather at the Rec Center and 
receive song sheets. Then we would stroll behind a car 
with the instrumental music turned up for all to hear. 
Then, back to the gym for hot chocolate and cookies.

•	 The Halloween Party.  Gloria Wyffels and I held the 
first party in 1998, and enlisted the help of Girl and Boy 
Scouts to do the decorating and coordinate the activities.  

•	 The Holiday Party. Elizabeth Jolley and I started this in 
1997. Kids enjoyed a movie in Frosty’s Theatre, some 
crafts, a photo op with a snowman or gingerbread boy 
cut outs, a candy house, treats, hot cider and cocoa, with 
a visit by Santa Claus.

•	 Fourth of July. Sitting under a fantastic fireworks show. 
Norm Rose introduced the world of pyrotechnics to my 
husband. We’ll definitely be back. 

•	 Swim lessons and swim team. Where else can you have 
your children start as a participant and grow to be leader? 
Caitlin admired her swim teachers, coaches and the 
lifeguards, and knew she wanted to be just like them. 
She did just that…and she is looking forward to return 
next summer.  

This is only a small sample of what makes Oak Hills the special 
place it is. The largest part is your neighbors, who I will miss the 
most…Bill and Darlene, John and Joanie, Jim and Cheryl, Barb, 
and John and Connie.  

Winter Reading & Arts 
Festival

The Cedar Mill Community Library Association is celebrating 
the rich cultural diversity in our community with our third an-
nual Winter Reading & Arts Festival. “Your Library Brings You 
the World!” is the theme. 

The festival began in December and runs through February 28, 
2010. There will be an exciting line-up of performances and activi-
ties from around the world and within our own community. The 
Festival combines literature and reading enjoyment with programs 
by local artists and performers. 

The “reading” portion of this year’s Festival will focus on young 
adult literature and will culminate in a visit by local author Chris-
tine Fletcher. Join us in reading Ms Fletcher’s novel, ‘Ten Cents a 
Dance’. It’s the 1940’s era story of fifteen-year old Ruby Jacinski 
who must support her family when her mother falls ill. A friend 
suggests she try “taxi dancing”.  Expecting glamour, Ruby finds 
herself leaving one desperate situation for another.  

The following festival events will take place in the upstairs meeting 
room at the Cedar Mill Community Library: 

•	 January 3, The Art of Scrapbooking  from 2 – 4 pm. Capture 
your holiday memories in this workshop conducted by Sage 
Mashru. For ages 7 & up. Registration required. Call 503 
644-0043 ext 114 to register beginning December 7, 2009.

•	 January 10, Leyendas de México   from 2- 4 pm.  Gerardo 
Calderón and Nelda Reyes give a bilingual performance of 
Legends of Mexico. For all ages - no registration required.

•	 January 16, Fun with Brazilian Music  , 3 – 4 pm.  Lively 
Brazilian rhythms with singer-songwriter Ronnie Robins. 
Percussion instruments will be provided. For all ages - no 
registration required.

•	 January 30, Oregon Tricksters: Tales from Many Lands, , 2-3 
pm. Trickster tales from our State’s many cultural traditions 
performed by master story-teller Anne Rutherford. For all 
ages - no registration required.

There will be additional events through February.
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VIEWPOINT
The Oracle invites submissions from subscrib-
ers. Viewpoint is intended as a forum for Oak 

Hills residents to express views on a variety of 
topics. The Oracle is not responsible for views expressed 
here and reserves the right to edit submissions as neces-
sary and to reject letters deemed unsuitable for publication.

Our family moved to Oak Hills in 1989. Our first home backed up to what 
was then 158th, now Bethany Boulevard. It was a short and narrow piece 
of  road that ended at West Union Road at its north end and ended at 
Bronson Road at its south end. There was a dairy farm on the property 
across from our house. When we looked out at the dairy cows grazing 
in the field, we knew it was just a matter of  time before the field became 
homes, but we had no idea that what seemed like a country lane would 
soon become major freeway access and would be extended north to 
allow the explosion of  development north of  West Union Road. We were 
stunned when we learned that the county planned to expand the road up 
to 5 – 6 lanes. Using the figures supplied by the county, it was apparent 
that we would lose at least 6 feet from our backyard, putting five lanes 
of  traffic just barely beyond our back deck. I have talked to countless 
county employees and elected officials over the past 20 years, express-
ing dismay and opposition to a five lane Bethany Boulevard expansion.

Bethany Boulevard needs improvement. The car lanes are too narrow; 
there is no shoulder, no improved sidewalks and no bike lanes. It’s not 
safe for drivers, cyclists or pedestrians. But why a five -ane “highway” is 
needed in the middle of  an exclusively residential neighborhood escapes 
me. A three-lane road with the pedestrian and cycling improvements would 
improve safety and ease much of  the traffic congestion that occurs when 
traffic backs up behind a car making a left hand turn. 

Most baffling about the proposed five-lane expansion is that it will do 
nothing to improve the worst congestion - which occurs at its north and  
south ends. At the north end, two lanes of  northbound traffic  will funnel 
into just one lane north of  West Union, resulting in the same backup at 
that intersection. The identical problem occurs at the south end where 
Bethany Blvd. leads to the Hwy 26 overpass and on/off  ramps. Two lanes 
of southbound traffic will funnel into a single lane onto the overpass, again 
resulting in the same congestion at that point. Officials agree that the 
state does not have the money to widen the overpass bridge and given 
that there doesn’t appear to be enough state money to repair dangerous 
bridges around the state, it’s unlikely this bridge will be replaced any 
time in the foreseeable future.

A five-lane project will not solve the traffic backups, but it will almost 
certainly mean that sixteen homeowners in Oak Hills will lose a portion 
of  their backyards. The county will have to purchase the land, but they 
will not reimburse homeowners for the resulting loss of  property value. 
Homes bordering Bethany Boulevard are already harder to sell than 
other homes in Oak Hills. What will happen to the value of  their proper-
ties when five lanes of  traffic are 6 feet or more closer to their kitchen 
and bedroom windows? 

If  sixteen homes in Oak Hills face substantial loss in property value, it will 
have an effect on the entire neighborhood. Drastically lowered property 
values tend to “bleed” onto nearby homes and streets. It can be as-
sumed that some owners, unable to sell at any price, will move out and 
turn homes into low-cost rentals. What will happen to the integrity of  Oak 
Hills if  we have a permanent low rent district along our western edge?

There are other negative impacts of  a five-lane expansion of  Bethany 
Boulevard. TriMet has already rerouted one of  its bus lines because it 
was so difficult to make a left turn onto Bethany Blvd, crossing just three 
lanes. How will school buses and residents make a left turn when five lanes 
of  traffic must be crossed? Bethany Blvd divides the Oak Hills Elementary 
school attendance area. It is dangerous for children to cross there now. 
One child was hit by a car at that intersection and luckily suffered only 
a broken leg. How sad those children without a parent to drive them 
across will not be able to visit friends on the opposite side of  Bethany.   

A five-lane thoroughfare is suitable in business districts. Cedar Hills 
Boulevard is five lanes. 185th is five lanes (six in some areas). Cornell 
Road in the Streets of  Tanasbourne area is five lanes. A five-lane highway 
does not belong in an exclusively residential area. 

When asked, county officials state that a five-lane road is needed to 
move the larger volume of  traffic that will be generated by the eventual 
development of  the North Bethanhy area. This parcel was added to the 
urban boundary by our regional government, Metro. Ironically, part of  
Metro's mission, as stated on their website is “to preserve and enhance 
the region's quality of  life." Oak Hills families should not have to lose 
their quality of  life so that potential residents of  the North Bethany area 
receive the "enhancement" of  getting to the freeway seconds faster. 

A three-lane project makes more sense. A middle turn lane will ease 
much of  the congestion. Wider driving lanes, sidewalks, bike lanes and 
upgraded lighting will all contribute to improved safety.  Scaling back the 
project from five to three lanes would also save a considerable amount of  
money for the county. A three-lane project will be cheaper to construct, 
and will not require right of  way acquisition. History has shown that 
when property owners object to right of  way purchases, lawsuits are 
sure to follow. DLUT can avoid legal costs and right of  way expenditures 
by scaling back the project from five to three lanes. 

Washington County has many pressing transportation projects on the 
waiting list. The waiting list is long and the funds available are limited. The 
money saved by scaling back the Bethanhy Boulevard project from five to 
three lanes could be applied to one or more of the county's other projects. 

The county should amend its plans. Bethany Boulevard should be widened 
to three and not five lanes.  

All Oak Hills residents have a stake in the outcome of  this project. I 
encourage you to attend the open house, and express your views with 
county DLUT officials and other county officials. 

Micki Sparr, homeowner and editor
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GROWING 
ORGANICALLY
by Margie Lachman

 

The Green Scene
by Jen Miller

Most of us use batteries  on a frequent basis each and every 
day. There are batteries in your car, cell phone, laptop, remote 
control, clocks, watches, cordless phones, hearing aids, toys, cam-
eras, flash lights, smoke detectors and more! But did you realize 
that almost all of these batteries contain heavy toxic metals?  Did 
you know that California has designated all batteries as hazardous 
waste and now requires that all batteries be taken to a hazardous 
household waste facility?
        
When batteries are thrown away and end up in the landfill, their 
casings eventually erode, and toxic heavy metals can leach into 
the groundwater. Due to this process, household batteries are a 
significant source of contaminants  such as mercury, lead, cad-
mium, chromium and silver. However, when batteries are recycled 
instead of thrown away, the harmful metals can be separated and 
reused for other industrial purposes.  Not only does recycling 
batteries reduce the contaminants in our groundwater, but it 
also reduces the raw material demand for these metals.
        
Batteries cannot be put out with curbside recycling.To help make 
recycling batteries easier. there will be a battery collection event 
on Sunday, Jan 24th from 2-4 pm at the Rec Center. We will col-
lect all types of used batteries from Oak Hills residents and then 
take them to Metro’s hazardous waste facility. Depending on the 
turnout, we are considering making this a regular event, so please 
hold onto your used batteries and stop by!

As the earth turns and tilts, we once again are passed the winter 
solstice and the days grow longer. In the midst of winter we can 
look forward to more daylight and the promise of the coming 
spring. The Camellia sasanqua by our front window is protected 
enough that its blossoms escaped freezing during the December 
cold snap. Our cat loves to sit by the window and watch the 
hummingbirds dance from flower to flower. The week of below 
freezing temperatures in mid December took a toll on the garden. 
Most of the flowers and many buds on the camellia in the back 
garden froze. It was a shame to lose them, as the hummingbirds 
love the nectar, which provides a source of winter nourishment. 
Soon we will see the leaves of the first crocus emerge from the 
ground. What a joy to witness the growth of lovely little blooms. 
Look for them as you walk in the neighborhood. 

Ourdoor air holds little moisture when the temperature drops 
below freezing. It is easy to forget to water our potted plants when 
we are distracted by indoor activities. Containers need attention 

COMMUNITY GARDEN

A group of people interested in establishing a 
community garden in Oak Hills met with Becky 
Lovejoy, manager of a successful community garden 
on December 8. The meeting was well-attended in 
spite of the very cold temperatures. Lovejoy had 
an ample supply of suggestions ranging from soil 
amendments to ideal size of plots; from adopting organic poli-
cies to imposing fines for not keeping the plots tidy. The group 
will meet again on Tuesday, January 5th at 6:30 p.m. at the Oak 
Hills Rec Center to draft rules users of the community garden 
would abide by. All homeowners are welcome to attend. If the 
board approves the community garden, plots will be assigned in 
the order they are received. If you are interested in reserving a 
plot in the community garden, please contact Ginny Hanson at 
hansonv4@yahoo.com or 503-348-0421.

If the garden is approved, the group hopes to get donations of 
building supplies from the community. They will need untreated 
lumber in various sizes, nails, hex lag screws and washers and 
galvanized screening. They also hope to find volunteers willing 
to donate carpentry, landscaping and fund raising skills to build 
raised beds, help design and layout the beds and raise money for 
supplies. 

The community garden group wants to create a lovely and produc-
tive garden to share with their neighbors. Build new friendships 
with other gardeners. Please join us on Tuesday, January 5 at 6:30 
pm in the Rec Center. 

periodically if the plants are to survive. Water plants if weather has 
been cold and dry. During rainy periods, check for standing water 
in saucers under plants. Roots will rot if they are sitting in water.  

If you chose to have a live Christmas tree this year it cannot stay 
indoors too long without damage; two weeks is maximum. Our 
homes are kept cozy and warm by furnaces and fireplaces that 
reduce the humidity inside and this is not healthy for plants. It is 
best to remove the decorations from the tree after a week, water 
it well and place outside where you can enjoy it’s beauty until the 
ground thaws. If we are gifted with a mild weather spell, the tree 
can be planted then. Choose a spot where it won’t be crowded 
but can expand comfortably. Sun, water and good drainage are all 
essential if the tree is to reach its full potential. Dig the planting 
hole about eight inches wider than the root ball and no deeper 
than the top of it. Water well and firm soil around the tree. If 
planted in an open area where the wind can blow strongly, you 
may want to stake the tree. Be sure to protect the bark if you do. 
In years to come you will have a fine addition to your garden. 
                                     
Questions? Email me @margierose2@gmail.com or call 503-
645-2994
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CLASSIFIED ADS
(See additional classified ads on page 16)

MISCELLANEOUS

GOLD. Turn your old and unwanted jewelry into cash. I am a long-time 
Oak Hills resident and have been buying and selling gold for almost 40 
years. Call Marty 503-645-6050.                                                       1/10

{For Sale classified ads are free for items $500 or less.}

FOR SALE

RENTALS

LAHAINA, MAUI, HAWAII. Oceanfront 1 & 2 bedroom condos in 
Kaanapali/Napili area. Pool, TV, fully furnished. Sleeps 2-6. $120-
$160/night with discounts available for longer stays. Call: Alan or 
Margie Lachman 645-2994, Fax 629-9062 or gr8kahuna1@gmail.com.                                                                                                                                  
12/09

MANZANITA BEACH HOUSE. Ocean views from vaulted living room, 
dining room and bedrooms. 2 complete living units; sleeps up to 18; rent 1 
or both levels. Reunions, corporate retreats, workshops. Call Ron Crutcher, 
503-799-4276 or Leigh Ann Wilkes, 503-629-5950.                           12/09

BRIGHTWOOD/MT. HOOD. Skiing and hiking. Spacious cabin in 
Brightwood; 15 minutes to Government Camp, 2 minutes to Sandy 
River. Sleeps 6, 1.5 bath. $100/night. Call Becky or Paul. 503-533-
8008.                                                                                                   2/10

ORACLE ADS GET RESULTS.  Advertise your business, service,  rental 
or item for sale in the Oak Hills Oracle. Business, Service and Rental ads 
are just $9/month; $8.50/month for subscribers; discounts for purchase of 
three months or more. For Sale, Garage Sale and Lost & Found listings are 
free to subscribers. Deadline for the February issue is January 15. Contact 
editor Micki Sparr at 503-690-7122, Micki@OakHillsOracle.com or go 
to  www.OakHillsOracle.com for more information.

LOSE WEIGHT FAST. 2 – 5 pounds per week. Safe, easy and great tast-
ing. Call Julie Bride, Take Shape for Life Health Coach, 503-332-0232, 
www.Path2Wellness.tsfl.com                                                            1/10

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WATCH NEWS
By Norma and Scott Wolf,  
Neighborhood Watch Coordinators

Thank you for your participation in making this a safer community. 
Report incidents of crime and vandalism to Neighborhood Watch 
coordinators, Norma and Scott Wolf,  ohhaneighborhoodwatch@
gmail.com or call 503-806-9383 or 503-702-6462. To report 
suspicious or unusual activity, call the Washington County Sheriff's 
Office non-emergency number 503-629-0111.

PIANO LESSONS in YOUR HOME by French pianist with 20 years 
experience. Fun and flexible teacher, music degree, Oak Hills references, 
free introductory lesson. Call  503-523-8928 or litzler123@hotmail.com
 3/10

RESOLVE TO GET ORGANIZED THIS YEAR. We will help you 
clear clutter, manage paper/files, organize space and bring order to your 
home and lives. Call Beth at NW Organizing Solutions, 503-709-0791 
or check out www.nworganizingsolutions.com.                                 3/10

Incident Reports for November 15 - December 15. 

Saturday December 5th. Sometime between 4:30 - 6:00 pm 
someone dumped a blue oil-like substance on a sidewalk and 
two vehicles on Oak Hills Drive. The substance was difficult to 
clean off, but did not cause permanent damage. If anyone has 
information about this incident, contact Neighborhood Watch. 

SNOW TIRES. Set of snow tires, purchased last winter from Les Schwab.  
Like new, only a few hundred miles on them. Size 215/65/R16. Asking  
$400.00 or best offer. Please contact Kassandra 503-85-7361 (cell) or 
971-223-3603 (home) or Email: kasshn@yahoo.com.                       1/10

GOOD DOG CLUB. If you have a good dog who always 
carries a clean-up bag when out and about in Oak Hills, 
then he/she is eligible to become the next "Good Dog of the 
Month" in an upcoming issue of the Oracle. Your dog will 
be honored with a photo in the Oracle and will receive a 
certificate suitable for framing honoring your dog's status as 
a good dog citizen. Send a photo of your Good Dog, along 
with dog's name, and your name and address to: Micki@
OakHillsOracle.com or The Oracle, 15390 NW Wooded 
Way, Beaverton OR 97006.

Resolve to be a Good Dog 
every day. Always clean 

up and dispose of at home 
or in a garbage receptacle. 

Happy New Year!

BUSTER SAYS...



Linda Kitchin
President

2465 NW 145th Avenue linda@kitchinonline.com
503-466-2149

Dan Smith
Vice President, 
Treasurer

2845 NW 154th Ave dan@comsmiths.com
503-690-7597

Dave Busby
Recreation

NW 151st Place buzzb1955@gmail.com
503-690-6674

Peter Rauch
RV Lot

15055 NW Perimeter Dr. rrpranch@yahoo.com
503-430-7422

Alan Lachman
Internal Affairs

2630 NW 144th Ave gr8kahuna1@gmail.com
503-645-2994

Norm Rose
Architectural 
Review

3075 NW 144th Ave normanrose@verizon.net
503-645-7562

Brad Buchholz
Special Events

15200 NW Perimenter Dr buchholz.brad@gmail.com
503-533-5765

Jim Erzen
Maintenance

15368 NW Wooded Way jim.erzen@us.army.mil
503-758-3847

Kristin Parks
Secretary

14730 NW Bonneville Lp tkparks@verizon.net
503-690-6739

ODD JOBS LISTING
Charlie Garzillo, 12  Beginning drum lessons                    503-887-4462
Tal Lind, 15  Mowing & weeding, pet sitting                     503-466-1773
Colton McClincy, 16 Lawn, yard care, pet sitting, vac.     503-645-4545
Erik Myers, 17  Lawn care, pet sitting                               503-533-9908    
Kirsten Myers, 15 Dog sitting                                            503-533-9908
Nick Pangares, 17  Dog care, lawn mowing, vacation       503-531-9533
Sam Pitcavage, 15  Mowing & yard work, pet care           503-645-5797
Kathleen Wills, 15 Pet care, vacation help, lawn mow      503-617-7371	
	
 

BABY SITTERS LIST
Valarie Frost*                         13                                      503-531-8361
Deja Helm*	                 14		            503-645-5940
Samantha Kennefick*             15		            503-617-2966
Jamie Lyon*		  13		            503-645-8731
Kirsten Myers*                       15                                      503-533-9908
Julianne O’Connor*	 14		            503-466-1193
Megan Stocks*		  18		            503-629-6923
Melissa Stocks*		  15		            503-629-6923
Kathleen Wills*                      15                                      503-617-7371

*Indicates Red Cross Baby-sitting Certification
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	       Important Telephone Numbers

Maintenance		  Mark Watson	           503-645-1776
Pool/Rec Center		  Doug Castagno                 503-645-4303
Neighborhood Watch	 Norma & Scott Wolf        503-806-9383
All Emergencies		  Fire, Medical, Police           9 – 1 – 1
NW Merchant Patrol	 OH Private Security          503-646-5234
County Sheriff		  Non-emergency	           503-629-0111
Washington Co. Traffic Hotline   .........	                           503-846-3998
Animal Services/Lost Pets       ..............		           503-846-7041
Oak Hills Elementary School	  .............		           503-533-1860
Meadow Park Middle School	  .............		           503-672-3660
Westview High School             .............                           503-259-5218
Oak Hills Oracle		  Micki Sparr	           503-690-7122

Oracle Owner and Editor	

Contributors
Neighbors:	          Fran & Shirley Bates   fcbates1@verizon.net 

Neighborhood Watch:      Scott & Norma Wolf                 503-806-9383
                         ohhaneighborhoodwatch@gmail.com  or 503-702-6462
Growing Organically:      Margie Lachman                       503-645-2994

Micki Sparr
15390 NW Wooded Way
Beaverton OR 97006
503-690-7122
Micki@OakHillsOracle.com
www.OakHillsOracle.com

ORACLE DEADLINE: 
                15TH OF EACH MONTH	

Publication Date: 1st of each month
Subscription: $9.00/year 

The Oak Hills Oracle is a privately-owned monthly publication serving 
the residents of the Oak Hills neighborhood. The Oak Hills Oracle is not 
an official publication of OHHA.

SIGN UP NOW FOR BABYSITTERS AND ODD JOBS LISTINGS 
The listing of Babysitters and Odd Jobs is a public service provided free by the Oak Hills Oracle. Listings are not screened by the Oracle. Anyone 
between the ages of 12 – 17 can be listed on either list, but families must be paid subscribers to the Oracle. Contact the Oracle editor  including 
your name, address (for verification purposes only) phone number, and age. For the Babysitters’ List, include whether or not you have passed the 
Red Cross Baby Sitting certification class. For the Odd Jobs list, include what types of jobs you want to be considered for. Those listed are respon-
sible for providing age and other changes to the listings. 

OHHA Board Members

P

P
www.oak-hills.net

Oak Hills Homeowners’ Association
2085 NW 153rd Avenue
Beaverton, OR  97006
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CLASSIFIED ADS

 SERVICES

WOODSTOCK QUALITY PAINTING & RESTORATION. High-
est quality materials.  Interior & Exterior. Pressure-washing. Restore 
& treat cedar roofs and decks. Senior  discounts. Oak Hills references.  
CCB#162356. Call Phil 503-645-7193.                                                 12/09

RON DIMMITT CONSTRUCTION. All phases of remodeling: sky-
lights, kitchens, bathrooms, additions, decks, home repairs, window re-
placement - replace windows with vinyl windows. Oak Hills References. 
Licensed, #22191. Call 503- 649-8664/fax 503-649-9995               12/09

ANCTIL PLUMBING, INC.  Since 1975 - 503-642-7323. All phases of 
remodel, repairs, repipes, water service, water heater, hot water radiant heat, 
boiler certified.  CCB#24184.                                                                    1/09 

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING SERVICES. Dry-rot, 
lender repairs, vinyl, tile, drywall, decks, design work, FHA, rental main-
tenance, household repairs and more...free estimates. CCB #80295. Call 
Chris at C. Harold Construction 503-771-8109.                                12/09

HASSKAMP ROOFING CO. Reroof, tear offs, shakes, composition. 
Oak Hills references; over 200 roofs completed in Oak Hills.  Call Mike 
at 503-645-0215. CCB#83517                                                          12/10

GUTTER CLEANING/DEBRIS & JUNK HAULING/YARD WORK. 
Rainy season-clean out the gutters. Reliable service. One story house 
$60; two story house $70; Wooded Way $90. Free estimate on hauling 
& yard work. Call Mark W. at 503-658-7057, evenings and weekends.                                                             

OWEN WEST ELECTRIC. Our specialty: service and panel change; 
kitchen and bath remodel; security and yard lighting. 22 years experience. 
CCB#29492. 503-297-6375.                                                              11/09

(See additional classified ads on page 14)

WE TAKE CARE OF YOUR RENTAL PROPERTIES. Residential & 
Commercial. Let us do renting and maintaining of rental properties. Dave 
Nase Property Management. Lic #980500131. 503-888-8765            1/10

HOUSECLEANING. Would you like your house to sparkle and 
shine? Call Carol at 503-645-1649. “One timers” are welcome.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                       03/10

PORTLAND TREESCAPES. Complete tree service. Fine pruning, re-
movals, shrubs and hedges, stump grinding; honest work at an affordable 
price. Excellent references; free estimates.   CCB#164090. Call Sean at 
503-804-5945.                                                                                    2/10

FINAL SPIFF WINDOW CLEANING. Window cleaning at its best 
since 1986. John Movick, chief window cleaner. Oak Hills references. Call 
503-640-0766.                                                                                           8/10

ROB REID PAINTING. Over 15 years experience in Beaverton and 
Portland areas. Exterior painting/power washing with an eye for detail. 
Licensed, bonded, insured. LLC #171829. For a free bid and Oak Hills 
references, including Oak Hills Church, call 503-380-7926            12/09

GARY POOL CONSTRUCTION. Complete remodeling and construc-
tion. Home additions, window and door installation, trim work, drywall 
repairs, tile, interior and exterior painting. Over 15 years local experience. 
References available. CCB#143266. Contact Gary Pool, 503-515-1760. 
12/09

REPAIR - REMODEL - ADDITIONS. Resident Oak Hills Handyman/
Contractor; references, licensed, bonded, insured. For estimate, call me last 
for the best. Dave Nase 503-645-4701. CCB#158212.                     12/09

INNOVATIVE CONTRACTORS LLC. Where customer service is a 
priority! We offer remodels, additions, renovations, general maintenance 
and yard maintenance. Licensed, insured and bonded, CCB #174924. 
Give us a call at 503-780-4876 and ask for Brian Markman.           12/09

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE. Promote your business or service 
in Oak Hills. Very reasonable rates for classified ads; special rates for 
Oracle subscribers.   More details  available on the website  at   www.
OakHillsOracle.com. Contact Oracle's owner and editor, Micki Sparr at 
503-690-7122 or Micki@OakHillsOracle.com. 

WINDOW CLEANING by James L. Alderson. Serving the Northwest 
since 1988. Owner on every job. Punctual and respectful. Phone esti-
mates. We also travel the Columbia Gorge and North Coast to service 
2nd properties. CCB #178141. Call James at 503-313-6008.             1/10

SUNDANCE WINDOWS & REMODELING. We specialize in replac-
ing windows and doors, adding or enlarging windows and doors and closet 
systems and shelves. CCB#163055. Call Terry at 503-640-1889.     2/10

COUGAR CARPENTRY. Oak hills references. Over 18 years of experi-
ence in bath andd kitchen remodels plus many other home repair projects; 
large or small, inside or out. CCB#163536. Call Todd at 503-317-4328 
(c), or 503-324-0630 (hm).                                                                 10/09

APPLIANCE GUYS. Appliance, heating and air conditioning repair. 
Fast, professional service at affordable prices. Locally owned. Licensed 
and bonded. CCB#130240. Call 503-531-8853.                                6/10

A Quality Concrete. Patios, driveways, sidewalks, etc. Oak Hills 
references CCB#182985 www.aqualityconcrete.net or 503-247-5053. 1/10

Thank you for contacting the Oracle's advertisers. Their support 
helps make this publication possible.

Window Solutions, Inc.*
Featuring the Award Winning 

Simonton Impressions Windows and Patio Doors

~www.windowsolutionspdx.com~
*A Division of  Bear Surface Protection of  Oregon, Inc.

James Elsenbach, President
18+ years of experience
CCB#73671  Established 1991

Office: 503.639.7500
Cell: 503.997.4158

Beaverton, OR 97005

HELPING HANDS. House cleaning, running errands, organizing, light 
handyman work. Call me for whatever you need help with around the 
house. Thuy - 503.267.2752.   3/10


